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I  CALL TO ORDER

II  COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC (AND RESPONSES TO THE PUBLIC, IF 

THE TIME PERMITS DURING THIS PORTION OF THE MEETING OF THE CITY 

COMMISSION)

III  ADJOURNMENT (NO LATER THAN 7:30 PM)

I  CALL TO ORDER OF REGULAR MEETING

Mayor Thurston called to order the Regular City Commission Meeting at 7:00 PM.

Mayor Thurston explained the present meeting was being conducted in a new and 

challenging era, as the City of Lauderhill, Broward County, the State of Florida, the 

United States of America, and the world were experiencing new challenges due to 

the COVID-19 pandemic.  Due to the challenges of the virus, the City would 

continue to hold hybrid, virtual governmental meetings in accordance with the 

Center for Disease Control (CDC) COVID 19 guidelines, the State of Florida 

Governor Ron DeSantis Executive Order 20-52, City Code Chapter 8.5, and Florida 

statutes.  The waiver of the physical presence requirement expired, and board 

members were required to be physically present at public meetings.  As a result, all 

members of the City Commission were present in the Commission Chambers at 

City Hall assessing the virtual meeting from their laptops.  Due to the nature of the 

meeting and the constraints of holding a virtual hybrid meeting, he asked for 

everyone’s patience.  Anyone wishing to speak should let him know by asking to do 

so.  The microphones of all members of the Commission would be live during the 

entire meeting, while City staff and members of the public attending the meeting 

remotely would be muted.  He said anyone having issues should text IT Director 

Doug Downs, thanking everyone for their patience and cooperation during such 

difficult and ever changing times.

II  ROLL CALL

Commissioner Melissa P. Dunn,Vice Mayor Denise D. Grant,Commissioner Sarai 

Martin, and Mayor Ken Thurston

Present: 4 - 

Commissioner Lawrence MartinAbsent: 1 - 

ALSO PRESENT:

Desorae Giles-Smith, City Manager

Earl Hall, City Attorney

Constance Stanley, Police Chief

Andrea M. Anderson, City Clerk

III  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG FOLLOWED BY GOOD AND WELFARE

                  A. A MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR REPRESENTATIVE ALCEE L. HASTINGS (REQUESTED BY

                      VICE MAYOR DENISE D. GRANT).
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HOUSEKEEPING

A motion was made by Vice Mayor D. Grant, seconded by Commissioner S. 

Martin, to ACCEPT the Revised Version of the City Commission Meeting Agenda 

for April 12, 2021.  The motion carried by the following vote:

Yes: Commissioner M. Dunn, Vice Mayor D. Grant, Commissioner S. Martin, and Mayor 

K. Thurston

4 - 

Abstain: 0   

IV  CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT AGENDA

A motion was made by Vice Mayor Denise D. Grant, seconded by Commissioner 

Melissa P. Dunn, that this Consent Agenda was approved.  The motion carried by 

the following vote:

Yes: Commissioner M. Dunn, Vice Mayor D. Grant, Commissioner S. Martin, and Mayor 

K. Thurston

4 - 

Abstain: 0   

V  APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A. Minutes of the City Commission Meeting for March 29, 2021.

March 29, 2021 - City Commission Meeting MinutesAttachments:

These Minutes were approved on the Consent Agenda. (See Consideration of 

Consent Agenda for vote tally.)

VI  PROCLAMATIONS / COMMENDATIONS

                  A. A PROCLAMATION DECLARING RETURN 2 WORK WEEK (REQUESTED BY

                      COMMISSIONER MELISSA P. DUNN).

VII  SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS

VIII  GENERAL PRESENTATIONS (5 MINUTES MAXIMUM)

                  A. A PRESENTATION ON LAUDERHILL DOING BUSINESS (REQUESTED BY VICE MAYOR

                      DENISE D. GRANT).

                  B. A PRESENTATION ON PARTNERSHIP WITH CHEN MEDICAL (REQUESTED BY VICE

                      MAYOR DENISE D. GRANT).

                  C. A PRESENTATION ON THE ANNUAL HIGH SCHOOL VOTER REGISTRATION DRIVE FROM

                       BROWARD COUNTY SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS JOE SCOTT (REQUESTED BY CITY

                       MANAGER DESORAE GILES-SMITH).

                  D. A PRESENTATION FROM THE LAUDERHILL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE (REQUESTED BY

                      CITY MANAGER DESORAE GILES-SMITH).

                  E. A LEGISLATIVE UPDATE FROM YOLANDA CASH-JACKSON (REQUESTED BY CITY

                      MANAGER DESORAE GILES-SMITH).
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IX  ORDINANCES & PUBLIC HEARINGS - FIRST READING (NOT ON CONSENT 

AGENDA) (AS ADVERTISED IN THE SUN-SENTINEL)

1. ORDINANCE NO. 21O-04-111: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY 

OF LAUDERHILL CODE OF ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 2, 

ADMINISTRATION, ARTICLE IV, CITY COMMISSION, SECTION 2-151, 

REGULAR MEETINGS TO PROVIDE THAT CITY COMMISSION 

MEETINGS SHALL START AT 6:00 P.M.; PROVIDING FOR 

CODIFICATION; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE (REQUESTED BY MAYOR KEN THURSTON).

ORD-21O-04-111-Code-2_151-6pm Commission Meeting Start 

Time.pdf

AR 21O-04-111

Attachments:

This Ordinance was approved on the Consent Agenda on first reading to the City 

Commission Meeting, due back on 04/26/2021. (See Consideration of Consent 

Agenda for vote tally.)

2. ORDINANCE NO. 21O-04-112: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY 

OF LAUDERHILL CODE OF ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 2, 

ADMINISTRATION, ARTICLE IV, CITY COMMISSION, SECTION 2-159, 

ORDER OF BUSINESS; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; PROVIDING 

FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE 

(REQUESTED BY COMMISSIONER SARAI “RAY” MARTIN).

ORD-21O-04-112-Code-2_159.___Order_of_business.pdf

AR 21O-04-112

Attachments:

This Ordinance was approved on the Consent Agenda on first reading to the City 

Commission Meeting, due back on 04/26/2021. (See Consideration of Consent 

Agenda for vote tally.)

X  ORDINANCES & PUBLIC HEARINGS - SECOND READING (NOT ON CONSENT 

AGENDA) (AS ADVERTISED IN THE SUN-SENTINEL)

3. ORDINANCE NO. 21O-03-105: AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF 

LAUDERHILL APPROVING THE QUIT CLAIM DEEDS FROM THE CITY 

OF LAUDERHILL TO KEVIN LARUE CARROLL AND RAYMOND ROY 

MCKENZIE DEEDING THE OWNERSHIP OF A PORTION OF 

RIGHT-OF-WAY ALONG N.W. 46th AVENUE AS MORE PARTICULARLY 

DESCRIBED IN THE QUIT CLAIM DEEDS; APPROVING THE 

RESERVATION OF RIGHTS AGREEMENTS OF PERMANENT AND 

NON-EXCLUSIVE UTILITY, ACCESS AND MAINTENANCE 

EASEMENTS IN FAVOR OF THE CITY OF LAUDERHILL; PROVIDING 

FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE (REQUESTED BY CITY MANAGER, 

DESORAE GILES-SMITH).
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ORD 21O-03-105 - ORD-Deeds & Reservation of Rights-ROW N.W. 

46 Avenue

AR 21O-03-105

Ex. A- Quit Claim Deed - NW 46 Avenue - Kevin Larue Carroll.pdf

Ex. B - Quit Claim Deed - NW 46 Avenue - Raymond Roy 

McKenzie.pdf

ORD 19O-08-123 Vacation Abandonment of Portion of NW 46 Avenue

Attachments:

This Ordinance was approved on the Consent Agenda. (See Consideration of 

Consent Agenda for vote tally.)

4. ORDINANCE NO. 21O-03-106: AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY 

COMMISSION OF LAUDERHILL, FLORIDA AMENDING THE LAND 

DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO AUTOMOTIVE USE 

CLASSIFICATIONS WITHIN THE CITY OF LAUDERHILL; AMENDING 

LDR SCHEDULE A- LAND USE CLASSIFICATIONS; AMENDING LDR  

SCHEDULE B- ALLOWABLE USES ; AMENDING ARTICLE I GENERAL 

PROVISIONS SEC. 1.5. - DEFINITIONS, GENERAL; AMENDING 

ARTICLE III- ZONING DISTRICTS, SECTION 5.7 - AUTOMOBILE, TRUCK, 

TRAILER, MOTORCYCLE, BOAT, RECREATION VEHICLE.; PROVIDING 

FOR FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; 

PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE (REQUESTED BY CITY 

MANAGER, DESORAE GILES-SMITH).

ORD-21O-03-106-Auto Classications.pdf

AR 21O-03-106

DRR_Automotive_Use_Classification

Item 1 Exhibit A- Proposed Text Amendment

Attachment B- Memo

Attachments:

This Ordinance was approved on the Consent Agenda. (See Consideration of 

Consent Agenda for vote tally.)

5. ORDINANCE NO. 21O-03-107: AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY 

COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LAUDERHILL, FLORIDA AMENDING 

THE LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO 

AUTOMOTIVE USES ALONG MARTIN LUTHER KING JR BLVD./N.W. 

31ST AVE.; AMENDING SCHEDULE H, NONCONFORMING LAND USE 

PROVISIONS TO ADD SECTION 1.18, AMORTIZATION PERIOD FOR 

AUTOMOTIVE  USES LOCATED ALONG MARTIN LUTHER KING JR 

BLVD./N.W. 31ST AVE.; PROVIDING FOR FINDINGS AND 

CONCLUSIONS; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE (REQUESTED BY CITY MANAGER, DESORAE 

GILES-SMITH).
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ORD-21R-03-107-Amortization-Auto Uses.pdf

AR 21O-03-107

DRR_Automotive_AMORTIZATION

Item 2 Exhibit A - Annexation Related Ordinances and Resolutions 

2001.docx

Item 2 Exhibit B- 18R-03-47

Item 2 Exhibit C- CRA Necessity Report

Item 2 Exhibit D- Annexed Areas Address Map1

Item 2 Exhibit E - SE CRA REDEVELOPMENT PLAN - OVERALL - 

FINA-compressed

Item 2 Exhibit F - Letter to Public

Item 2 Exhibit G - November 18, 2019 - City Commission Workshop 

Minutes

Item 2 Exhibit H- Proposed Text Amendment

Attachments:

This Ordinance was approved on the Consent Agenda. (See Consideration of 

Consent Agenda for vote tally.)

6. ORDINANCE NO. 21O-03-109: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY 

OF LAUDERHILL CODE OF ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 2, 

ADMINISTRATION, ARTICLE IV, CITY COMMISSION, SECTION 2-155, 

WORKSHOP MEETINGS; CHANGING THE START TIME TO 4:00 P.M.; 

PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 

PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE (REQUESTED BY CITY 

MANAGER DESORAE GILES-SMITH).

ORD-21O-03-109-Code-2_155._Workshop Meetings.pdf

AR 21O-03-109

Attachments:

This Ordinance was approved on the Consent Agenda. (See Consideration of 

Consent Agenda for vote tally.)

XI  RESOLUTIONS (IF NOT ON CONSENT AGENDA)

7. RESOLUTION NO. 21R-04-73 : A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY 

COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LAUDERHILL, FLORIDA, AMENDING 

RESOLUTION NO. 19R-10-245 RELATING TO THE MEMORANDUM OF 

UNDERSTANDING REGARDING COLLABORATIVE STUDY AND 

SUBSEQUENT DEVELOPMENT OF AN INTEGRATED SOLID WASTE 

A N D  R E C Y C L I N G  S Y S T E M ;  A P P O I N T I N G 

_________________________ TO SERVE AS THE NEW ALTERNATE 

TO REPRESENT THE CITY OF LAUDERHILL IN MATTERS RELATING 

TO THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING; PROVIDING FOR AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE (REQUESTED BY MAYOR KEN THURSTON).

RES-21R-04-73-Solid Waste MOU working group alternate 

appointment

AR 21R-04-73

Attachments:
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Mayor Thurston said the League of Cities indicated, though he was the City’s 

representative, the City’s alternate was former City Commissioner Richard 

Campbell, so the Commission needed to appoint a new alternate for the subject 

committee.

Vice Mayor Grant nominated Commissioner S. Martin as the new alternate.

Commissioner S. Martin accepted the nomination.

Mayor Thurston opened the discussion to the public.

Willie Mae Cooper, 1541 NW 32nd Avenue, Lauderhill, and West Ken Lark’s 

Homeowners’ Association (HOA) president, sought a better understanding of the 

subject resolution.

City Attorney Hall explained several years ago, Broward County and all its cities 

entered into an agreement to study the possibility of creating a solid waste district 

for Broward County, in which all the cities would participate through the district.  

Currently, Waste Management had a virtual monopoly over waste disposal, so the 

County and its cities were studying a way to do it differently, perhaps better and 

cheaper for residents.  He said Mayor Thurston was Lauderhill’s delegate and, if 

approved, Commissioner S. Martin would be his alternate on that committee.

Mayor Thurston remarked the City’s long-term goal was to reduce garbage 

collection fees.

City Attorney Hall concurred, stating it was not about the direct service provider, 

rather it was about where trash went after it left customer sites.  

Commissioner S. Martin mentioned the previous week he was fortunate to tour 

Waste Management, noting they encouraged other Commissioners to tour their 

facility; they sent thanks to Vice Mayor Grant for already doing the tour.  On the tour, 

they saw what happened when trash was transported to the Monarch Hill site where 

solid waste was dumped.  He said they were currently licensed for a height of about 

225 feet above sea level; at present, they were near 212 feet.  They did not know 

how many pounds came in per year, but they estimated in be around ten years they 

would reach the maximum allowed, so there would be discussions and a study 

later to find another site to dump trash or amend the language to allow the Monarch 

Hill site to go higher.  These were things that would be coming up in future years.  

Commissioner S. Martin indicated, when they did the tour, and he was at the top of 

the mound where the trash was placed, they asked him if he saw any birds, and he 

noticed there were none; normally birds and vultures circled the trash.  He was told 

they had a predatory hawk handler who stood at the top of the hill of trash with a 

hawk, a predatory bird, to chase away all other birds before they covered the hill at 

night; they did this every day.  He felt ready to take on his duties as the City’s new 

alternate.

Commissioner Dunn thought Vice Mayor Grant nominated the right person.

Mayor Thurston agreed.  He received no further input from the public.

A motion was made by Vice Mayor D. Grant, seconded by Commissioner M. 
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Dunn, that this Resolution be approved. The motion carried by the following vote:

Yes: Commissioner M. Dunn, Vice Mayor D. Grant, Commissioner S. Martin, and Mayor 

K. Thurston

4 - 

Abstain: 0   

8. RESOLUTION NO. 21R-04-74: A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY 

COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LAUDERHILL CREATING THE NEW 

JOB POSITION OF PARKS AND RECREATION DEPUTY DIRECTOR; 

APPROVING THE JOB DESCRIPTION FOR THE NEW POSITION OF 

PARKS AND RECREATION DEPUTY DIRECTOR; PROVIDING FOR AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE (REQUESTED BY CITY MANAGER, DESORAE 

GILES-SMITH).

RES-21R-04-74-JOB-P&R Deputy Director.pdf

AR 21R-04-74

Deputy Parks and Rec Director.pdf

Attachments:

This Ordinance was approved on the Consent Agenda. (See Consideration of 

Consent Agenda for vote tally.)

9. RESOLUTION NO. 21R-04-75: A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY 

COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LAUDERHILL DECLARING THAT 

CERTAIN CITY-OWNED PROPERTY ALONG STATE ROAD 7/U.S. 441, 

AS DESCRIBED IN THE ATTACHED LEGAL DESCRIPTION AND 

SKETCH, TO BE SURPLUS AND AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER IN 

THE MOST COST EFFECTIVE AND FAVORABLE MANNER 

PURSUANT TO CITY CODE SECTION 2-143; PROVIDING FOR AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE (REQUESTED BY CITY MANAGER, DESORAE 

GILES-SMITH).

RES-21R-04-75-surplus property transfer.pdf

AR 21R-04-75

Survey City Surplus Property.pdf

aerial city surplus property.pdf

Attachments:

This Ordinance was approved on the Consent Agenda. (See Consideration of 

Consent Agenda for vote tally.)

10. RESOLUTION NO. 21R-04-78: A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF 

LAUDERHILL FLORIDA IN SUPPORT OF HOUSE BILL (HB 949) AND 

SENATE BILL (SB 1314) AMENDING THE FLORIDA STATUTES 

CHAPTER 112 TO EXPRESSLY ADD “INFECTIOUS DISEASE” TO THE 

LIST OF ENUMERATED OCCUPATIONAL EXPOSURES PRESUMED 

WITHIN THE LINE OF DUTY IN CIRCUMSTANCES WHERE IT IS 

CONTRACTED WITHIN THE SCOPE OF WORK DURING A DECLARED 

PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 

DATE (REQUESTED BY VICE MAYOR DENISE D. GRANT).
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RES-21R-04-78-Support HB & SB - infectious disease in line of 

duty.pdf

AR 21R-04-78

HB 949.pdf

HB 949 Staff Analysis.pdf

SB 1314.pdf

SB 1314 Staff Analysis.pdf

Resolution No. 20R-08-171.pdf

Attachments:

Vice Mayor Grant thought the public had a good understanding of the subject 

resolution after the full explanation given by City lobbyist Yolanda Cash Jackson 

earlier in the meeting.

A motion was made by Vice Mayor D. Grant, seconded by Commissioner S. 

Martin, that this Resolution be approved. The motion carried by the following 

vote:

Yes: Commissioner M. Dunn, Vice Mayor D. Grant, Commissioner S. Martin, and Mayor 

K. Thurston

4 - 

Abstain: 0   

11. RESOLUTION NO. 21R-04-79:  A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF 

LAUDERHILL CITY COMMISSION IN SUPPORT OF ENDORSING 

VARIOUS TRANSPORTATION SURTAX (PENNY FOR 

TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM) WITHIN THE CITY OF LAUDERHILLL’S 

CITY LIMITS; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE (REQUESTED BY 

CITY MANAGER DESORAE GILES-SMITH).

RES-21R-04-79-SUPPORT-TRANSPORTATION SURTAX 

PROJECTS.pdf

AR 21R-04-79

Resolution-BrowardMPO-Surtax-SampleLanguage (1).pdf

Pamphlet-BrowardMPO-Surtax-AppGuidance.pdf

Attachments:

This Ordinance was approved on the Consent Agenda. (See Consideration of 

Consent Agenda for vote tally.)

12. RESOLUTION NO. 21R-04-80: A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE 

PROPOSAL FOR SETTLEMENT BETWEEN LEWIS MOHORN, JR. AND 

THE CITY OF LAUDERHILL AND LAUDERHILL POLICE DEPARTMENT 

IN THE AMOUNT OF $100,000.00 INCLUSIVE OF ATTORNEYS FEES; 

PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE (REQUESTED BY CITY 

MANAGER, DESORAE GILES-SMITH).

RES-21R-04-80-SETT-AGT-Mohorn.pdf

AR 21R-04-80

Attachments:

Commissioner S. Martin made a motion to Amend the agenda to add this item, to 

allow the consideration of formally approving the $100,000.00-offer in the case of 
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http://Lauderhill-fl.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=f5e854ca-57b1-44e6-97cb-7edff596e5ee.pdf
http://Lauderhill-fl.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=9ea252fc-24e6-4762-b573-727a079bd4d7.pdf
http://Lauderhill-fl.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=f05dab41-a56e-499d-ba21-d7dd20bba279.pdf
http://Lauderhill-fl.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=50133880-0e49-431d-8923-4e20b3a9c054.pdf
http://Lauderhill-fl.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=6cf266ae-f8a1-41e7-95d5-59ad0b8f25ad.pdf
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Mohorn vs. City of Lauderhill, which was seconded by Commissioner Dunn. This 

was done during the Communications from Public Officials portion of the meeting. 

The vote was as follows:

Commissioner Dunn Yes

Vice Mayor Grant Yes

Commissioner S. Martin Yes

Mayor Thurston Yes

A motion was made by Commissioner S. Martin, seconded by Commissioner M. 

Dunn, that this Resolution be approved. The motion carried by the following vote:

Yes: Commissioner M. Dunn, Vice Mayor D. Grant, Commissioner S. Martin, and Mayor 

K. Thurston

4 - 

Abstain: 0   

XII  QUASI-JUDICIAL MATTERS (IF NOT ON CONSENT AGENDA)

XIII  QUASI-JUDICIAL MATTERS, FIRST READING

XIV  QUASI-JUDICIAL MATTERS, SECOND READING

XV  UNFINISHED BUSINESS

XVI  OLD BUSINESS

XVII  NEW BUSINESS

XVIII  COMMUNICATIONS FROM PUBLIC OFFICIALS AT 9:00 PM, OR IMMEDIATELY 

BEFORE ADJOURNMENT, WHICHEVER SHALL FIRST OCCUR. IF AN ITEM OF 

LEGISLATION IS BEING DISCUSSED AT 9:00 PM, THE CHAIR MAY DELAY THESE 

COMMUNICATIONS UNTIL AFTER THE ITEM OF LEGISLATION HAS BEEN 

RESOLVED.

City Attorney Hall stated he had three items on which to update the Commission.  

Around 1987 or 1988, the State Legislature voted to preempt any laws regarding 

guns; that is, no cities could enact any laws regulating firearms.  In 2011, they took 

a conditional step and said if a city government enacted any laws regarding the 

regulation of guns, the sponsoring public official and government would forfeit their 

time in office, an extremely penalizing legislation.  He noted, following the Marjory 

Stoneman Douglas High School shooting, certain Broward cities were incensed 

over the tragedy, and a group of cities, spearheaded by the City of Weston, filed a 

lawsuit attacking the State statue and the legislative action that prevented Florida 

cities from enacting laws regulating guns.  The matter was working its way through 

the process, and Lauderhill was a party to that lawsuit, but the City was informed 

the lawsuit received a negative ruling the previous week, so the existing, penal 

statute remained in force.  He assured the Commission all parties to the lawsuit 

made a good effort, and there might be discussion among the lawyers to determine 

whether or not there was any strong basis for an appeal; if so, his staff and he 
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would bring the matter back to the Commission at a future date for discussion.  

Next, since the annexation in 2005, the City was involved in discussions with the 

County regarding the provision of water and sewer services in the annexed 

neighborhoods.  At the current a point in the litigation, certain decisions were made 

in the City’s favor, and other decisions made against the City, and staff now wished 

to speak with the City Commission about exploring different strategies.  He said the 

court, more or less, said the issue between the City and the County was not a 

matter for a court’s decision, it was a political issue the two entities should resolve 

in a meaningful way.  Staff wished to hold an attorney/client meeting with the 

Commission, possibly on Tuesday, April 27, 2021, at 4:00 p.m. in the multipurpose 

room, City Hall.  The style of the case, for the record, was The City of Lauderhill vs. 

Broward County, Case No. CACE 13-017184, Division 04; he would work on the 

proper notice for the shade meeting with the City Clerk.  City Attorney Hall 

mentioned a shade meeting held just prior to the present meeting that resulted in 

the Commission now needing to formally authorize the actions discussed at the 

shade session.  He asked for a short special meeting of about five minutes to call 

the roll, and vote on a resolution to that end; he would draw up the resolution, and 

City Clerk Anderson would set up the meeting for the coming Thursday morning at 

11:00 a.m.

Commissioner S. Martin questioned if it was possible to amend the present agenda 

and add an item to allow the subject action to take place at the present meeting.

City Attorney Hall answered yes.  As the Commission already discussed the details 

of the subject matter and decided upon the action they wished to take, they could 

vote to formalize that action.

Mayor Thurston opened the discussion to the public and received no input.

Commissioner S. Martin made a motion to Amend the agenda to add an item to 

allow the consideration of formally approving the $100,000.00-offer in the case of 

Mohorn vs. City of Lauderhill, seconded by Commissioner Dunn.  The vote was as 

follows:

Commissioner Dunn Yes

Vice Mayor Grant Yes

Commissioner S. Martin Yes

Mayor Thurston Yes

Mayor Thurston opened the discussion to the public and received no input.

Commissioner S. Martin made a motion to Approve a not-to-exceed offer of 

$100,000.00 in the case of Mohorn vs. City of Lauderhill, as discussed in the shade 

session held April 12, 2021, at 6:00 p.m., seconded by Commissioner Dunn.  The 

vote was as follows:

Commissioner Dunn Yes

Vice Mayor Grant Yes

Commissioner S. Martin Yes

Mayor Thurston Yes
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Commissioner Dunn announced the Lauderhill Health & Prosperity Partnership 

community needs assessment process would officially begin in the coming week; a 

series of focus groups would take place next week; information was provided on the 

City’s website, lauderhil-fl.gov/lhpp.  On Monday, April 19, 2021, 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 

a.m., at City Hall, there would be a business owner focus group; at 12:00 p.m., 

there would be a focus group for faith-based organizations; on Wednesday, April 

21, 2021, at 10:00 a.m., there would be a healthcare organization focus group; at 

3:00 p.m. a focus group for nonprofits; and at 7:30 p.m., there would be a focus 

group for residents, at which all focus groups would attend.  She said there would 

be a maximum of ten people allowed in the multipurpose room, and residents were 

being asked to complete a survey; she believed the Communication Department 

already posted a link on the City’s website.  They hoped for a minimum participation 

of 250 people; the community needs assessment was very important, as the 

information gathered would help the City make decisions about the health of 

Lauderhill communities, so community participation was vital in this process.  

Commissioner Dunn mentioned the Lauderhill Proud program launched, and to 

anyone who was a talented cook, artist, photographer, songwriter, etc., the City 

wished to hear from them about why they were proud to be in Lauderhill.  She noted 

there would be competitions for songwriting, art, photography, fashion, and cooking.  

This was something her colleagues graciously agreed to partner with her on, so 

anyone interested in participating should visit the City’s website; the deadline to 

submit was April 23, 2021.

Vice Mayor Grant again commended the Chen Medical Center for vaccinating 300 

seniors, and the City would be remiss if it failed to thank its fire department for 

helping to coordinate that effort, as they worked very closely with Chen Medical 

Center staff to make the effort a success.  Additionally, by now everyone heard 

Congressman Alcee Hastings passed away, and she wished to acknowledge all his 

hard work; she spoke with his son, Jody, earlier in the day, who hoped to say 

something at the present meeting but had prior engagement, so he might do so at a 

future City meeting.  She read a short dedication as follows: Alcee Hastings, known 

to many as Judge, has distinguished himself as an attorney, civil rights activist, 

traditional leader, and a member of Congress.  He was appointed by President 

Jimmy Carter in 1979 and became the first African American federal Judge in the 

State of Florida and served in the position for ten years.  Additionally, Congressman 

Hastings was the first African American from Florida elected to the U.S. Congress 

after the post-civil war period.  Congressman Hastings was a very, very outspoken 

advocate for Florida, and for our nation as a whole.  Congressman Hastings was 

one of the most effective and distinguished public servants in the history of Broward 

County.  He spent his time in office increasing access and opportunities for 

minorities, women, the elderly, children, and immigrants.  He was known to have a 

diligent eye on making Broward County a better place to live, work, and to visit.  She 

thanked the Commission for the moment of silence, saying though he was gone, 

his legacy would continue.  Vice Mayor Grant stated the Single Mother’s 

Empowerment Forum flyer was sent out to constituents; it was important for her to 

communicate that she believed children having two parents in their lives was an 

ideal that helped them develop and grow.  However, situations occurred where 

mothers and fathers became single parents, most being single mothers, and this 

trend was nationwide.  She said the goal of the forum was to encourage and 

empower single mothers, giving them resources, educating them on nutrition, 

finance, time management, etc.  As a single mother, she understood the 
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importance of these factors in one’s life, so the subject initiative was very dear to 

her heart.  She said the initiative partnered with various organizations, including 

Healthy Moms, Healthy Babies, Children’s Services Council, Chen Medical Center, 

and others, so as to bring forth the forum.  The event would take place on Tuesday, 

April 27, 2021, at 6:30 p.m., and she encouraged anyone who knew of a single 

mom who needed some encouragement, motivation and/or inspiration to let them 

know about the forum.  

Commissioner Dunn thought the forum an excellent event, asking if attendees were 

required to register.

Vice Mayor Grant answered no; they were sending out the flyer using various 

media, and the forum would be via Zoom and Facebook; City staff was working with 

her on those logistics.

City Manager Giles-Smith reviewed various changes for City of Lauderhill meetings, 

the first being there no more COVID 19 special Commission workshops would be 

held on Wednesdays; those meetings would be incorporated into the 

Commission’s monthly workshop meetings held the third Monday of each month 

with a new start time of 4:00 p.m. rather than 7:00 p.m.  Members of the public 

could attend in person at City Hall, or watch on Zoom or Facebook.  She said City 

Commission meetings held the second and last Monday of each month would have 

a new start time of 5:00 p.m.  This was the first passage of the ordinance, so there 

would be one more reading before the new times took effect, so it was not likely to 

become effective until the first meeting in May 2021.  The change in time would 

work well for some seniors who wished to attend meetings at City Hall, but they 

disliked driving at night.  She mentioned attendance increased with the possibility of 

viewing and participating in Commission meetings on Zoom and Facebook.  The 

City looked forward to providing the community with information at Commission 

workshops and regular meetings, making sure the meetings were available to the 

public in a variety of ways, so they could watch and participate.

Mayor Thurston mentioned on Sunday, April 11, 2021, he had the pleasure of 

participating in a drive-by birthday shout out for Ms. Betty Bradshaw who lived in the 

West Ken Lark area and turned 83 years of age.  He complimented a number of 

police officers who were part of the procession: Officers Keechle and Lawrence.  

He told Police Chief Stanley her officers did a really great job interacting with the 

community; and the community appeared very comfortable talking to them about 

what was happening around them.  On the afternoon of Monday, April 12, 2021, the 

City of Lauderhill hosted the Northwest Council of Elected Officials, where 

northwest Broward cities met to discuss items that were challenging all cities, 

sharing advice, and discussing problems and issues they were experiencing.  At 

the subject session, Fire Chief Marc Celetti gave a presentation on pivoting in a 

time of COVID; he did an excellent job, and all of the elected officials present 

indicated to him they picked up new items from Chief Celetti; he thanked Chief 

Celetti for his presentation.  At the same meeting, Commissioner Dunn gave a 

presentation on the Return2Work initiative, for which a proclamation was made at 

the present meeting for Return2Work Week.  Mayor Thurston looked forward to 

everyone’s participation, as everyone knew someone who had difficulty getting a 

job, and this was an opportunity to improve their skills and, in so doing, enhance 

their ability to get a job.
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XIX  ADJOURNMENT - 8:30 PM
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